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1. Members of the General Staff of tne Colombian army advise that stringent 


@nd other explosives from commercial dealers and is supsrvising the 
importation, storing, and delivery to private individuals. 


2. Because of the lack of mechanized eyuipment, buge quantities of dynamite 
and ather explosives have been utilized ennually in Colombia, particularly 
in mountain sections for road cConsiruction, clearing of farm dands, 

_ fishing on the coasts, and extensively in ths petroleum inaustry. High 
Army officials state that the Avay is more concsrned with tne public ob- 
taining dynamite than fire arms, since the use of the latter has been — 
restricted, but the handling of sxplosives is familiar to a large portion 
of the worxing class. 


3. Of the 1200 rifles sized by the mobs during the 9 April, insurrection, 
- Gpproximately 900 have been returned to the authorities. The 32 anto-— 
matic rifles which were seised have &1ll been recovered. 


4. During ths past four montha the Winistry of her nas &pproved licences _ 
for importation of (uantities of small. arms, mainly of .38 caliber ro- 
volvers for the various police units. The use of rifles, which have been 
wsea by the police, is to be restricted to the Army. Be tet a 
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